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To our Guests: Welcome! 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

 
Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 

 
The Lord in his goodness has granted remarkable relief from the 
pandemic over the past three months. This past Christmas COVID-19 
infection rates in Greater Cleveland were at an all-time. Today they’re 
near the all-low time.   
 
With thanks to God for these gifts, we have revised our pandemic 
protocols at Messiah. As of today— 
 

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the 
comfort levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would 
prefer to wave or nod. 

• We continue to encourage to sensible social distancing.  

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to 
sanitize their hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• At the end of the service, take a moment to wipe down the area 
you were sitting in. Sanitizing wipes available in each pew. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as 
Christ has loved us all. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15 8:30 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing!” Jonathan Reuss 

 

Entrance 
 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

Stand 
 

P In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God 

C have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing,” #389 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 

 

This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions 
gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, 
made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Acts 11:1-18 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you 
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain 
it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 
6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, 
and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill 
and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This 
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At 
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had 
seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring 
Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and 
your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy 
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Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they 
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to 
the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  “Sing to the Lord a New Song,” Robert Lau 

paraphrase of Psalms 148, 149, and 150 

People and tongues of ev’ry nation sing to the Lord a new song. 
Bring him a song of jubilation, sing to the Lord a new song. 

All God’s creatures, old men and children, voices raised in hymns of love. 
He crowns the humble with salvation. Sing to the Lord a new song. 

 
Mountains and hills and all creation sing to the Lord a new song. 

Join in a hymn of adoration. Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Praise His name, sing “Alleluia!” Praise him for his mighty deeds. 
This is our song, our supplication: “Sing to the Lord a new song.” 

 
Praise him, shining stars, and praise him highest heavens. 

Oh, all kings and princes praise his holy name. 
Angels above make melody to him. 

Now lift your voice, lift up your heart, and sing, and sing! 
 

Come, Christians all, now raise your voices, sing to the Lord a new song. 
Praise and thanksgiving be your choices, sing to the Lord a new song. 

Sound the trumpet, play on the lute and harp; dance your dance, and shout for joy. 
Make music now as heav’n rejoices, sing to the Lord a new song. 

Sing! Sing! Sing a new song. 
 

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-6 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they 
will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 
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will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who 
was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 
life.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel John 13:31-35 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  
 

Hymn of the Day “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven,” #865 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C Hear our prayer 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

Offering  “O Word of God Incarnate,” arr. Valerie A. Floeter 

If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our 
online giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 

 
A Merciful Father,  
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us– 

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

 

 

Communion  “I Come with Joy,” #482 

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death,” #452 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

A We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy 
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Sending Song “Jesus Shall Reign,” #434  

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death,” Paul Manz 

  
 

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing!” arr. Jonathan Reuss © 2005 Augsburg Fortress 
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing,” arr. Janet Linker © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing,” Text © 1978, Rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
“Sing to the Lord a New Song,” arr. Robert Lau © 2007 Paraclete Press 
“O Word of God Incarnate,” arr. Valerie A. Floeter © 2015 Concordia Publishing House 
 “I Come with Joy,” Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death,” Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House 
“I Know that My Redeemer Lives,” arr. John Leavitt © 1997 Concordia Publishing House 
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” arr. Paul Manz © 1980, 1992, and 2011 Birnamwood Publications 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Carl & Linda Herhuth  
 

Acolyte – Gavin Jennings 
 

Messiah Choir – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Brass Ensemble -- Adonai Henderson (trumpet); Owen A. (trombone); 
Quintin R. (trombone); Sam Gmetro (tuba) 

 
Organist – Connie Triplett 

 
Deacons – Mark & Amy Hunger 

 
Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Debbie Luekens 
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In our Prayers 

• The Church’s witness to God’s saving grace for all people 

• Messiah’s children who are making their confirmation vows today 

• Our congregation’s joy and confidence in Christ during these days of 
transition 

• The willingness of separated Christians to love each for Jesus’ sake 

• People graduating from college this month 

• People looking today for a sign of God’s live 

• In need of healing: Andrew Boraggina, Linda Helmink, Ed Kirst, 
Sue Nerlinger and her sister, Sr. Mary Michael, Geri Schuett  

 

Altar Flowers Are Given 

By Christa and Steve Turnbull in loving memory of Christa’s parents, Erna 
& Nikolais Krutowskis. 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

May 18—Erik, d. 1160, the king who established Christianity in Sweden.   
 
May 19—Dunstan, d. 988, Archbishop of Canterbury and renewer of the 
English church.   
 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

Confirmands 2022 

 

 

Anna Elizabeth Biacsi 

 

Nigel James Dempsey Copeland 

 

Madelyn Kate Kandrach 

 

Aliciana Heaven Medina 

 

Paige Liliana Neumann 

 

Maya Lyn Parrott 

 

Jacob Donald Reynolds 

 

Isabella Betty Russ 

 

Nolan Joseph Seagro 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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